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Prostitution Related Stigma
Introduction
 Prostitution has been renamed "sex work" to avoid the stigma associated with it. However, renaming prostitution as "sex work” has not reduced the societal stigma. This report focuses on the coping strategies used by sex workers to avoid the prostitution related stigma. Juline  A. Koken wrote the article on  November 6th, 2011. The article looks deeply at how the female online prostitutes referred to as "escorts" manage and perceive the sex-related stigma and how their strategies impact their relationships (Koken,2012).
During the study, 30 escorts participated. The theoretical framework used  to guide the escorts during the interview was the " theory of stigma and information management." During the interview, the escorts who selectively disclose their business received more support from many forums than those who concealed the information. Those who hid their undertaking reported a feeling of social isolation and loneliness. The stigma coping strategies were discovered to have an impact on how the escorts receive support.
During the study, the independent online prostitutes labeled as escorts in the major cities in the United States of America were invited to interview through emails generated from advertising sites. For eligibility in the study, women were supposed to be 18 years and above, be fluent in English, having advertised themselves as escort prostitutes online for the last 30 days, and able to find male clients without third party intervention. (Koken,2012). During the study, the participants (escorts) were viewed as any female sex worker who places her escort services online, keeps the entire fee collected from the client, and can screen her clientele.
The author generated the interview protocol and distributed it among the 30 participants (escorts). They later provided feedback on the importance and implication of the study on the lives of the sex workers. During the interview, the questionaries aimed to capture how the escorts received support from society and coping with the stigma associated with female prostitution. The author questioned all the escorts who had several years of experience working with the sex work community. The interview was conducted privately, either in the participants' homes, hotel rooms, and by telephone. Due to the sensitivity of the issue, the discussions were computer-centered since, from previous interviews, it was discovered that the interviewees were more willing to give sensitive information through computer-generated interviews. The interview took a maximum of 30 min s to complete, whereby each participant was compensated $100 for the time spent during the interview.
 The author developed a qualitative codebook with the guide of the theoretical framework to analyze the data. During the coding process, the demographic, age, and quotations from the participants were concealed. After analyzing the data, 12 of the escorts earned approximately $75000 per year while 19 made close to $50000 per year. However, the hourly rate among white escorts was $500, while among women of color, it was $400 per hour. None of the 30 escorts reported having a main female partner (Sallmann,2012). Most of their partners were male.
The escort women revealed some strategies to avoid the stigma associated with prostitution from the research. Some of the strategies are discussed below.
Living in the closet
Social isolation was one strategy revealed by the escorts as a way of coping with the stigma.  Because of the negativity associated with prostitution, most women preferred to keep the endeavors from their loved ones. Their secretive lives prevented them from accessing the much-needed social support in the profession. Society harshly judges women in the profession and views them as social deviants. The social avoidance strategy enabled the women to keep their social status and lose their dignity among members of society.
Selective disclosure
Due to the stigma associated with prostitution, most escorts chose not to confine their information to their family members. One escort disclosed during the interview that she only has two confidants: her therapists and a close friend who was once an escort. The selective disclosure of the information made them keep their social dignity and avoid been judged as prostitutes. Those women who had earlier disclosed their involvements in prostitution were coldly treated by members of the society and indirectly isolated.
Openly coming out as a sex worker.
 Few women declare their involvement in prostitution, though not common among sex workers. One escort revealed that the idea to come out and tell her friends and family that she was a sex worker changed many people's perceptions concerning her job. She revealed that before she entered the field, she was poor and became financially stable with time. Her exposure made her loved ones and friends view her job positively. Though some community members still considered her action and deviant, she admitted that much burden of stigmatization was lifted off her shoulder, and she could openly seek the required social support, unlike before when her status was concealed. The women who had already stood up and pronounced their engagement in prostitution were even confident and more relaxed during the interviews.
Article Summary and its Relation to Class Work
In the traditional Judeo -Christian religious setup, prostitution symbolized sin. The perception of prostitution as sin has not changed since the point of even affecting Western culture, whereby prostitution is still perceived as the bottom of the sexual hierarchy. During the interview, it was discovered that though prostitution is a both-gendered affair, women are more stigmatized by society than men. Koken’s article rhymes with the classwork notes where the community places the sexual stigma on women rather than men. Of interest to note is that women are bound to stick to monogamous heterosexual relationships, unlike men. This stereotype is firmly embedded in society, lifts off the burden of prostitution off men's shoulders, and places the whole stigma on women.
The narrative of stereotyping women as prostitutes has been propelled further by research studies concerning women. Most recent studies still place women at the center of prostitution and mention men as just "clients." Of importance to note is that men still engage in the business. The article focuses on ways to reduce sexual stigma among escorts. With the many types of prostitution available, "escort girl" is brought out as the safest and more paying among the others. As already discussed in classwork, the escorts vet their recruits thoroughly to avoid community stigmatization. Secrecy is the number one tool to qualify as a member of the escort girl. The reason is that they deal with the wealthy in the society, including the politician.
 	The article brings out the shaming trend among women who openly define themselves as prostitutes. Women are viewed as deviants but not men. Koken’s article rhymes with the classwork since, through the class notes, prostitution was labeled as one gendered affair.
Feminists supporting women's engagement in prostitution point out that women prostitutes should be views as workers since women have limited choices with little access to resources. Feminists argue that women are compelled to engage in prostitution by other factors such as poverty. The feminist's stand on how they view prostitution has shaped the way the community views prostitution and guided researchers to approach the subject with open-mindedness.
Koken’s article argues that prostitution should be viewed as a form of paid labor and avoid reducing it to just "prostitution." This is because the women's experience in the field is diverse. Women may decide to engage in the activity out of leisure or desperation to not live within the limited standards. However, the article points out a class of women who have been involved in prostitution unwillingly through trafficking. Koken argues that though prostitution is negatively perceived in society, the trafficked women who have been forced to engage in the job have created a more pessimistic view on prostitution than the latter.
Despite renaming prostitution as sex work, the stigma associated with prostitution is still present in modern-day society. The debate to whether prostitution is one gendered affair is further propelled by the community stereotype that places men above the female counterparts. The societal definition of prostitution is aimed at punishing women and controlling their character. The above fact is seen both in koken’s article and classwork. During the research, women expressed fear of how the community would treat them, but none seemed to bother that men are part of the said illegal activity.
It of importance to note that while other previous researches focused on the threat of prostitution in society, such as the risk of contracting HIV and AIDS, Koken’s article has approached sex work as a demeaning and social threat. In both classwork and kokens, article prostitution is seen as deviant behavior and treated abnormally from other abnormalities such as congenital disabilities. Most women engaging in prostitution avoid creating emotional attachments with their clients, as disclosed in classwork and koken’s article. The avoidance of emotional attachment from their clients aims to avoid majoring in one partner(monogamous) and thus appears to be in a formal marriage.
Benefits and Drawback of the Research
The study had a well-defined purpose: the aim of the study was well defined, and all measures put in place to get the required information
Experts were hired to conduct the research; any research requires the involvement of experts. In the kokens study, experts who had previously worked with sex work communities were hired to contact and analyze the results.
The participants were not coerced to participate in the study. The participants willingly volunteered to take part in the survey.
Drawbacks
The study had some slight drawbacks. First, it focused on one gender. The author carried the general societal view that prostitution was women-centered. Males should have been interviewed as well. Secondly, while other studies concentrated on the effects of prostitution, koken’s study focused on women and how they are viewed by society on prostitution grounds. Lastly, the 30 women interviewed were such a small number to make a firm conclusion.
Conclusion
In conclusion, prostitution should not be viewed as one gender affair and should be approached with open-mindedness to avoid victimizing one gender since all genders participate. The societal dominance of men has placed women on the receiving end; men are viewed as superior to women, and that the reason women are harshly judged by community members when they engage in prostitution.
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